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of centralisation, but of States politically in-
dependent, municipally self-governed, and
united by a very slight bond of confederation,
but by strong ties of race, religion, language,
and manners.

Whether it would have been possible to have
again tried the experiment of antiquity, wlio
can say'! Who can tell whether the system
of ancient Greece would have worked well of
old, if, instead of having grown up sponta-
neously, it had been the result of an external
arrangement made by foreign nations \ Who
indeed can guess whether in any case it could
then have succeeded, if Greece, instead of
being girt around by comparative barbarians,
and thus consolidated into a practical unity,
had been surrounded by nations who had out-
stripped her in civilisation, each of whom would
have vied with the others ia a policy of inter-
meddling, and the most aggressive of whom
was the only one connected with h0r by a
common religion ? Be this, however, as it may,
I hardly understand what reason the mote